Rules And Regulations
                                                                                            #008443



The H.O.T. Bass Assassins chapter was formed in 2000 by dedicated fisherman as a 100% payback, non-profit affiliation of the B.A.S.S. Federation.  The main objective of this non-profit chapter is to provide a fisherman with the way into the back door of the B.A.S.S. Federation.  If a contestant qualifies for the State Championship tournament for B.A.S.S., the fisherman must be willing and able to spend a substantial amount of money just in entry fees alone provided he does not make it all the way to the B.A.S.S. championship.  These entry fees may be excessive.  

B.A.S.S. allows 1 Team, 6 people, of every 12 members--(2006 Rule Change) from each chapter to go on to the state tournament.   Since this is a team formed chapter; the top 3 teams (6 people ) from H.O.T will proceed to this state tournament. Total points for the year of 2011 will decide which teams will advance to the Texas Federation State Championship in March of 2012. There must be 3 boaters and 3 non-boaters per H.O.T. State team. There may be several scenarios. Example:  If undecided between partners of the three qualifying teams as to who is a boater and who is a non-boater, the only fair way in deciding this is to take the 2 partners and have a flip of a coin to see who goes as boater or non-boater.  At State, you will be fishing individual with draw partners from other entries, other than your partner.  One (1) alternate and one (1) additional boat may need to be available.  You must have 6 months good standings to be able to qualify for the Texas Federation State Championship. You will have to be a current member, and in good standings with H.O.T. and B.A.S.S. at the time of the State tournament. You will be allowed to miss one tournament per year (without paying or fishing) to still be in good standings for fishing the Regionals, State, World or any other sanctioned event.
You can apply to join this chapter by completing an application.  Even if you are invited by this organization, does not mean your partner will be accepted to join this chapter.  All votes are based on each individual.  For B.A.S.S. charter we will need your address and phone number.  Having this review on file allows us to be able to contact you if needed. A new member may join this chapter at any time during the year.  With the starting of the new year, new members may join and fish the first tournament at the first meeting of the year.  If a new member is accepted into this chapter after the first meeting has taken place, he will not be eligible to fish the following tournament, but may fish the next one.

All rules, regulations, and lake schedules are set by the board members only.  These changes will be publicized and enforced for the next season at the beginning of the year’s tournament schedule.  Any amendments during the year will be made by board members and added to the rules.

Each member is to pay $50.00 membership fee, equaling $100.00 a team for H.O.T. Bass Assassins, in addition B.A.S.S. requires dues for State ($20) and National B.A.S.S. dues ($30)-this includes your coverage with B.A.S.S. Insurance. If you are a member of several B.A.S.S. affiliated clubs, you are required to pay the state dues for each club you are in, (National dues do NOT require payment in each club, just state).  Each member must also pay a subscription fee to B.A.S.S. magazine (app. $12-$15) if you are not currently receiving this magazine. B.A.S.S. requires 100% of the membership to subscribe to their magazine, without this you are not eligible to fish this chapter. WHEN YOU ARE MADE A MEMBER OF THIS CHAPTER YOU MUST BE ABLE TO PAY THESE DUES FOR THEY ARE SENT DIRECTLY TO B.A.S.S. FEDERATION. EXPECTED TOTAL PER MEMBER IS $10000. B.A.S.S requires every member to carry his or her own personal boat insurance. Proof will be required at any regional or state event and beyond. The minimum liability coverage requirement is $300,000. 

· The $50.00 membership fee per person (or $10000 per boat, for 1 person teams) goes directly towards this chapter’s classic at the end of the season.  This is not the same classic as the Texas Federation State Championship.  This is a classic we will hold just for our members.  Provided that there are a total of 40 teams, this total will be $4,000.00. 

H.O.T Year End Classic:  

Qualification for this chapter’s end of the year classic (NOT for the Texas Federation State Championship) will automatically be the top three teams.  Any team, who has paid entry fees for all tournaments, regardless if they did not fish every tournament, will also be allowed to fish the H.O.T Bass Assassins Classic.  Top three team entry fees will be waived for the H.O.T Bass Assassins Classic.  The other qualifying teams entry fees will be $25.00 per team.  This will allow for a larger payback.  Classic lakes choices are voted on by members later in the season.
The board members determine the tournament schedule.  Changes may occur in the event of that of safety (that is if a lake if found to be too dangerous, changes may occur at ramp prior to tournament). In the event of a lake or boat ramp change, the board members will inform every team of the changes before tournament date.  The board members only have to let one member of each team known of the changes.

Official Rules of the H.O.T. BASS ASSASSINS

Official start time will be estimated at sign-up and registration at Waco Tackle 5468 S. University Parks Drive.  If you are unable to attend the meeting, please call a board member to sign up and register.  Or call: 254-662-5228-James McBride.  Official start time will be announced at ramp prior to take off at tournament.

Meetings will also be held at Waco Tackle, schedule will be printed to inform you of meeting dates. At this meeting, starting numbers and flights will be drawn and any changes will be announced.  All entry fees must be paid in full before you can draw a starting number.  You must be present to draw a start number.  If you can not be present you must inform a board member and they will make arrangements.  IF YOU CAN NOT BE PRESENT AND YOU DO NOT INFORM A BOARD MEMBER, YOU WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO FISH THE TOURNAMENT.  NO EXCEPTIONS!!
1. Entry Fee: Entry fee per tournament is $100.00 a team (Cash Only).  Entry fee must be paid at or before the meeting or you will not be eligible to fish the tournament.  This is still $100.00 if there is only one team member.  This entry fee includes big bass.  Payback amount is based on number of teams entered.  This is a 100% payback.  If you are unable to attend the meeting, or do not have a representative that attends the meeting for you, your number will be drawn by an H.O.T. representative.  You may come by and pay early; but numbers can not be drawn until 6:30 pm.  (Optional 8lb and over pot is separate.)
2. Eligibility: Your membership fees must be paid in advance, before you are eligible to enter the tournament.  Members of this chapter must be a member of B.A.S.S. (current subscriber to B.A.S.S. magazine). As required by B.A.S.S., 100% membership to the magazine is required for this federation to exist.  If you or your partner’s magazine subscription is expired, then your team will not be eligible to fish the tournament. Therefore any monies won will be forfeited.  You also must have a valid fishing license. No person under 16 years of age is eligible.  Any person who has been disqualified for intentional cheating in any bass tournament is ineligible to join this chapter.

3. Sportsmanship:  There will be no tolerance for any member who displays poor sportsmanship, violates any tournament rules, or intentionally snags a fish.  In this case, the board members reserve the right to resign this members’ seat in the chapter.  If the board members allow the partner to stay, he and his new partner start with a whole new point system.  State and local game laws must be followed or ineligibility for that tournament may result.

4. Alcohol/Drugs: Alcohol is not allowed in boat during tournament hours.  Members will abstain from consuming alcoholic beverages until after tournament hours (after fish are weighed), and also after polygraph (if present) is finished.  No drugs except prescriptions are allowed.  

5. Boats/Motors/Safety: There is a horsepower maximum of 250hp, however motor cannot exceed BIA rating for the boat which is used.  NO TROLLING with the outboard motor.  Each member is required to wear a Coast Guard approved life preserver and kill switch hooked on anytime the boat is on plane. In case of mechanical breakdown, competitors may take their catch, get into another boat, and come to weigh-in.  

6. Tackle:  Only artificial lures may be used, the only exceptions are pork rinds, etc.  No live bait is to be used.  Only one rod is to be used at one time, each cast must be fully retrieved before another is made.
7. Protests/Polygraph: All protests must be submitted in writing within 15 minutes of final weigh-in.  The TX boat number or name if known must be on the protest.  Submissions of a boat color will not suffice.  All protests are decided by the board members.  All members are subject to a polygraph test at any tournament.  Failure to submit a clear polygraph will result in decision of the board members regarding the circumstance. Polygraph tests are not required to be brought in for every tournament, but we reserve the right to bring one in at any time.  Polygraph tests will be assessed only at the discretion of the board members.  You will not be notified about the presence of a polygraph until weigh in.  H.O.T. Bass Assassins expect and demand honesty, and anyone who fails a polygraph will be disqualified and will be asked to resign their teams’ spot in the chapter. Anyone who refuses to take a polygraph will also follow the same procedures.  If a protest is brought against another angler and the use of a polygraph is needed to settle the dispute, the protestor will be responsible for the cost of the polygraph if it is determined that the angler in question is innocent of the alleged violation.  On the other hand, if it is found that the angler in question did violate the rules or ethics, he will be personally responsible for the cost of the polygraph.
8. Mechanical Devices: There are no underwater fishing cameras allowed in the boat on official tournament day, nor any communication devices. A cellular phone may be kept in the boat for emergency purposes only.  Any attempt to receive help from an outside source (someone who is not fishing the tournament) on off limits days or during tournament hours, is grounds for ineligibility for tournament.

9. Fish Length/Limits: Five fish per boat/per team, minimum length of 14 inches-largemouth and 12” spotted bass, 14 inches-smallmouth OR according to state, local, and lake laws.  Officials will measure with a Golden Rule, with mouths closed.  Measuring of fish and any decisions pertaining to fish lengths are made by weigh master.  The shortest fish in every weigh bag may be measured regardless of its’ length or weight.  If you are in doubt that a fish will measure, a courtesy board will be provided at weigh-in site.  No pooling fish between boats.  No more than five fish may be retained in the livewell at any time.  A sixth fish may be held temporarily for immediate culling purposes only.  No more than 5 fish can be retained in the livewell at any time.  All state and local laws must be known and followed.  REMEMBER THAT STATE AND LOCAL LAWS CAN OVERIDE THESE LENGTHS/LIMITS.
10. Permitted Fishing Waters: Announcement may be made of any off limits sites at the beginning of tournament.  No tube or wade fishing. Public swimming areas are off limits and all marked restricted areas are also off limits.  No fishing is allowed within 50 yards of ANY other tied or anchored boat, with trolling motor up, without permission.  No fishing allowed within 25 Yards of ANY moving boat (trolling motor down) without permission of the other boat’s occupants.  NO WATER ENCROACHMENT WILL BE TOLERATED, regardless of whether the occupants of the boat are fishing this tournament or not.  No one may hold holes for members. 

11. Fishing Hours/Practice: The lake is off limits the Sunday at midnight prior to the tournament until launch time before tournament.  Each team will draw a number for starting position at the meeting.  Your entry fee must be paid before drawing a start number. Boats may not be trailered to and from weigh-in site, unless board members deem it necessary due to lake or weather conditions.  You may be released in flights according to your teams start number.  Guides may not be hired, or fished with, 30 days prior to tournament.  Any attempt to receive help from an outside source (someone who is not fishing the tournament) on off limits days or during tournament hours, is grounds for ineligibility for tournament.
12. Livewell:  An adequate, working livewell is mandatory, no iced fish or stringers.  All contestants are recommended to use a catch and release product in their livewell.  We prefer Please Release Me by Sure-Life Laboratories Corp.  All live, releasable fish will be returned to the lake.  The officials will take care of any dead fish.  Dead fish penalty is 4 ounces (which is a .25 deduction), and will be deducted from the dead fish.  Please do not put dead fish back into the water.
13. Rules Enforcement: Team will be deemed ineligible and entry fee forfeited if these rules are not strictly observed and followed.  Board members will make final decisions in any discrepancies or alleged violation of any rules and protests.  Any citation received on the water during tournament hours will be grounds for ineligibility for tournament.

14. Weigh-in: You are required to provide your own weigh-in bag and adequate water in the bag for the fish, unless otherwise specified. During HOT months, weigh bags may be provided to keep fish from staying in the bags for long periods of time.  The penalty for being late to weigh-in or a short fish will be ineligible for tournament (your weight will not be counted).  You are responsible for signing the check-in paper at the weigh-in on time.  
15. Point System: The point system starts at 100 points for 1st place, and then goes to 99 points for 2nd place and so on.  These points are added to your weight for that tournament total.  For teams that do not weigh-in any fish, there will be show points of 10 points per team. However, you must check in with the weigh master by check-in time to get these show points.  The ten show points may be very important to your team at the end of the year.
Please, notify board member if you leave early so we won’t go back out on the lake to look for you.  

Please Practice Safe And Courteous Boating and Fishing!!
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